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DETAILED ACTION 
Amendment 

1. Acknowledgment is made of Amendment filed June 10, 2005. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

2. Claims 1 1-26 and 30-43 are allowed. 

3. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 
The prior art fails to specifically teach or fairly suggest 

A portable device including an imaging assembly including a two-dimensional solid state 
image sensor and optics focusing an image onto the image sensor; a trigger; a portable housing 
encapsulating the solid state image sensor; a control circuit configured to operate in a mode in 
which the control circuit stores an image in response to a user-actuation of the trigger; wherein 
the control circuit is further configured to operate in a mode in which the control circuit sends 
the image to a separately housed spaced apart device together with a set of executable 
instructions executable by the spaced apart device, the executable instructions instructing the 
separately housed spaced apart device to (a) decode a bar code symbol represented in the image 
to generate a decoded-out message; and (b) transmit back to the portable device the decoded-out 
message; and wherein the control circuit is further configured to receive from the separately 
housed spaced apart device the decoded-out message decoded from the image sent by the control 
circuit to the separately housed spaced apart device. 

Wilz, Sr. et al. (US 6,283,375) teaches an automatically-activated code symbol reading 
system comprising a bar code symbol reading mechanism contained within a hand-supportable 
housing having a manually-actuatable data transmission switch. 
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Tymes et al. (US 5,668,803) teaches a packet data transmission system is used to link a 
number of remote hand-held data gathering units such as bar code readers to a central computer. 
Data packets are sent from the remote units by an RF link to intermediate base stations, then sent 
by the base stations to the central computer by a serial link. 

Keys et al. (US 6,758,403) teaches a data editing system for configuring a data collection 
device to edit decoded-out message data according to a data editing routine specified by a user 
programmer. Host processor assembly operating in accordance with a program builder program 
aids a user-programmer in building a set of data editing instructions which are transmitted to 
device for interpretation and execution by data collection device operating in accordance with 
message data editing program. 

Schmid et al. (US 6,024,284) teaches a wireless scanning system for a bar code scanner 
and a personal computer, wherein the bar code scanner sends raw bar code data via a wireless 
connection to the personal computer. 

However, Wilz, Sr., Tymes, Keys and Schmid, taken alone or in combination thereof, 
fails to specifically teach the control circuit is further configured to operate in a mode in which 
the control circuit sends the image to a separately housed spaced apart device together with a set 
of executable instructions executable by the spaced apart device, the executable instructions 
instructing the separately housed spaced apart device to (a) decode a bar code symbol 
represented in the image to generate a decoded-out message; and (b) transmit back to the 
portable device the decoded-out message. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
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fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kimberly D. Nguyen whose telephone number is 571-272-2402. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 7:30-4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael G. Lee can be reached on 571-272-2398. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published appUcations 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. 'For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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